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AMEMBASSY DJIBOUTI 
AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 

UNCLAS STATE 139877 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN 

SUBJECT DEPARTMENT OF STATE PRESS BRIEFING, JUNE 1, 1978 

FOLLOWING IS AN UNOFFICIAL, UNCORRECTED EXCERPT FROM THE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE PRESS BRIEFING. IF NECESSARY OFFICIAL 
VERSION WILL FOLLOW. 

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY NEW MATERIAL THERE ON AFRICA AND CUBAN 
INVOLVEMENT IN SHABA PROVINCE OR ANYTHING? 
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I ASK FOR NEW MATERIAL AS DISTINCT FROM GOING AROUND AND 
AROUND ON THE SAME. 

A: NO, I DON'T. TO REPEAT WHAT I HAVE SAID, HOWEVER, WE 
ARE OBVIOUSLY GOING TO MEET A COMMITMENT THE SECRETARY 
MADE. WE ARE GOING TO PRESENT EVIDENCE TO THE APPROPRIATE 
PERSONS, BODIES, IN CONGRESS. 

Q: HOW ABOUT THE AMERICAN PUBLIC? ARE YOU GOING TO 
PRESENT IT TO THE AMERICAN PUBLIC? 

A: I DON'T KNOW BEYOND THAT. THERE ARE ACTIVE DISCUSSIONS 
GOING ON AS TO HOW THE PRESENTATIONS WILL BE MADE. IN ANY 
CASE THE FIRST OBLIGATION, I THINK, IS TO THE CONGRESS. 

Q: ON SHABA, WHO WILL BE THE AMERICAN REPRESENTATIVE IN 
PARIS ON MONDAY? 

A: THE DELEGATION IS GOING TO BE HEADED BY THE UNDER 
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS. 

Q: ON THIS PEACE CORPS POLICY ABOUT SOUTH AFRICA, DO YOU 
HAVE ANY COMMENTS ON IT, AND WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE THE 
PEACE CORPS CHANGE ITS POLICY IN ZAMBIA? 

A: I AM SORRY. I DON'T HAVE A COMMENT ON THAT. I HAVE 
NOTHING ON THAT. I HAVE SEEN THE STORY. I SAW THE WIRE 
STORY YESTERDAY. 

Q: WOULD YOU CARE TO LOOK IN TO IT? COULD YOU TAKE IT, 

PLEASE? 
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A: I HAVE A FEELING THAT WOULD BE A REAL EXERCISE IN 
SOMEBODY'S WASTED TIME BECAUSE THAT IS A SEPARATE AENCY. 
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Q: YOU HAVEN'T YET POSTED THE ANSWER TO THE QUESTION 
I PUT YESTERDAY ABOUT CROSS-BORDER RAIDS FROM ZAIRE. 

I WONDERED IF I COULD PUT TWO OR THREE MORE QUESTIONS 
THAT YOU MIGHT BE WILLING TO TAKE. 

IS THE STATE DEPARTMENT AWARE THAT IN MID-APRIL THE 
ANGOLAN DEFENSE MINISTRY COMPLAINED THAT ZAIRE MIRAGE 
JETS BOMBED STRAY VILLAGES ACROSS THE BORDER IN ANGOLA? 

CAN YOU CONFIRM WHETHER THAT TOOK PLACE? 

A: I AM SORRY. COMPLAINED TO WHOM? 

Q: COMPLAINED PUBLICLY AND TO THE UNITED NATIONS. 

CAN YOU CONFIRM THAT SUCH RAIDS DID TAKE PLACE ACROSS 
THE BORDER? 

A: I DOUBT THAT. THERE IS NOT MUCH POINT IN ME TAKING 
THE SECOND ONE. 

Q: OKAY. I WILL TRY THE THIRD ONE THEN. 

HAS THE UNITED STATES EVER WARNED PRESIDENT MOBUTU OF THE 
INAD VISIBILITY OF SPONSORING OR PERMITTING ATTACKS 
FROM HIS COUNTRY ON ANGOLA? 

A: THAT IS A LEGITIAMTE QUESTION. I DON’T KNOW IF I 
WILL GET YOU AN ANSWER, BUT I WILL TAKE IT. 

Q: I HAVE DIFFICULTY WITH RECONCILING MR. NEWSOM'S 
PRESENCE AS A DELEGATE IN PARIS NEXT WEEK WITH THE NOTION 
THAT THIS IS A PREPARATORY MEETING PRIMARILY REGARDING 
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THE ECONOMIC WELFARE OF ZAIRE. 

WOULD YOU HAVE ONE MORE GO AT DEFINING WHAT THIS THING IS 
ABOUT? 

A: AS WE HAVE STATED, THE PARIS TALKS WILL FOCUS ON THE 
NEAR-TERM PROBLEMS THAT THE KATANGAN INVASION OF SHABA 
HAS POSED FOR ZAIRE. THIS INVOLVES PRIMARILY ECONOMIC 
ASPECTS OF THAT PROBLEM AND INEVITABLY SECURITY ASPECTS 
WHICH ARE LINKED TO THAT; I.E., YOU CAN'T MINE IF YOU ARE 
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CONSTANTLY BEING INVADED, AMONG OTHER THINGS. 

SOME SHORT TO MEDIUM-TERM FRAMEWORK FOR COORDINATION NEEDS 
TO BE ESTABLISHED PRIOR TO THE JUNE 13-14 MEETINGS ON 
ZAIRE S ECONOMIC PROBLEMS, WHICH WAS FROM OUR VIEWPOINT 
THE PRIMARY REASON FOR THIS MEETING. 

FOR EXAMPLE, RESUMPTION OF MINING ACTIVITY IN KOLWEZI 
IS INTRINSIC TO ECONOMIC STABILIZATION IN ZAIRE. COPPER 
PRODUCTION DEPENDS, AMONG OTHER THINGS, ON THE QUESTION 
OF SECURITY FOR ITS EXPATRIOT AND ZAIRIAN EMPLOYEES. 

WE EXPECT THESE ARE THE KINDS OF QUESTIONS THAT WE WILL 
BE TAKING UP IN PARIS. TO REPEAT MYSELF I THINK FROM 
YESTERDAY, FRANCE, BELGIUM, THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC 
OF GERMANY, THE U.K. AND THE U.S. WILL BE REPRESENTED. 

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMENT ON THE STATEMENTS ATTRIBUTED 
TO DIPLOMATIC SOURCES THIS MORNING THAT THE IDEA OF 
DESCRIBING THIS AS AN ECONOMIC MEETING WAS MORE OR LESS 
A COVER STORY WHICH HAS BEEN THOUGHT UP TO PREVENT 
EMBARRASSMENT OF SOME COUNTRIES WHICH DO NOT WISH TO 
HAVE IT KNOWN THAT THEY ARE PARTICIPATING IN A MEETING 
ABOUT MILITARY SECURITY MATTERS IN AFRICA? 

A: I HAVE NOTICED A LOT OF SOURCES QUOTING VARIOUS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 06 STATE 139877 

SOURCES ON THIS. I HAVE ALSO SEEN PUBLIC PRONOUNCEMENTS 
BY PEOPLE WHO ARE WILLING TO PUT THEIR NAME ON THEIR 
CONJECTURES. 

I WOULD SIMPLY SAY - THE WORD WAS DISSEMBLING, I 
THINK WAS THE PHRASE THAT WAS USED - THAT IT WAS NOT 
DISSEMBLING. IT WAS THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THIS IS, IN 
FACT, AIMED PRIMARILY AT SECURING THE ECONOMIC STABILITY 
OF THAT REGION AND THAT LOGICALLY PART OF THAT HAS TO 
INCLUDE DISCUSSING THE SECURITY MATTERS. 

NOW, LET ME REPEAT SOMETHING THE SECRETARY DID SAY TWO 
AFTERNOONS AGO, AND THAT IS OBVIOUSLY WHY WE ARE THERE. 

OTHER ASPECTS CONCERNING THE SECURITY OF ZAIRE WILL UN- 
DOUBTEDLY COME UP AND WE WILL BE VERY HAPPY AND READY TO 
DISCUSS THEM WITH WHOEVER WANTS TO DISCUSS IT. BUT 
IT IS A FIRM UNDERSTANDING OF A NUMBER OF THE PARTIES 
WHO ARE GOING THERE, ANONYMOUS SOURCES NOTWITHSTANDING, 
THAT THE ECONOMIC STABILITY QUESTION IS BASIC. AS A 
MATTER OF FACT, IT IS BASIC. 

Q: ON THE BRUSSELS MEETING, DO WE KNOW THE LEVEL AT WHICH 
THAT MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED? 
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A: I CAN'T TELL YOU, BUT I WILL GET IT. 

Q: THE BRUSSELS MEETING, AS I UNDERSTAND IT, HAS BEEN 
UNDER CONSIDERATION, IF NOT ACTUAL PLANNED FOR A LONG TIME, 
IS THAT RIGHT? 

A: YES. A LONG TIME. 

Q: BUT IT WAS NOT UNTIL THE DINNER FRIDAY NIGHT AT WHICH 
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THE PRESIDENT OF FRANCE, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES, DISCUSSED THE AFTERMATH OF THE SHABA INVASION . 
THAT IT WAS DEEMED NECESSARY TO HAVE A PRELIMINARY 
MEETING BEFORE THAT BRUSSELS MEETING, IS THAT CORRECT? 

A: THAT IS RIGHT, BECAUSE AMONG OTHER THINGS DURING ALL 
THOSE OTHER MONTHS THERE HADN'T BEEN AN INVASION IN SHABA 
AND THERE HADN'T BEEN THE EVENTS THAT TOOK PLACE. 

Q: SO, IN EFFECT, THE INVASION OF SHABA CREATED A 
SITUATION IN WHICH SECURITY BECAME AN IMPORTANT, IF NOT A 
- WELL, CERTAINLY AN ELEMENT ON THE AGENDA. 

A: CERTAINLY, AS I THINK I SAID TO YOU - WHETHER IT'S 
ON THE RECORD, OFF THE RECORD, OR WHATEVER - THE BASIC 
ECONOMIC SECURITY OF ZAIRE IS TOTALLY DEPENDENT ON THE 
ABILITY OF THAT PROVINCE TO PRODUCE, AND PARTICULARLY 
THAT MINING COMPLEX TO PRODUCE. THEREFORE, WHAT'S 
HAPPENING ON THE 13TH AND THE 14TH IS SOMEWHAT OVER- 
TAKEN BY EVENTS IN ANY CASE WHICH HAVE SEVERELY AFFECTED 

THE ABILITY TO PROJECT ON THIS. THAT'S RIGHT, IT DID 
JUST COME UP. 

Q: THEN IT WOULD NOT BE INCORRECT TO INFER THEN THAT 
THE PARIS MEETING HAS TO DO WITH SECURITY FIRST AND 
ECONOMICS SECOND. 

A: NO. AS A MATTER OF FACT, IT HAS TO DO WITH THE 
ECONOMIC - AND I AM REPEATING SOMETHING HERE - 
IT'S GOING TO BE PRIMARILY AN ECONOMIC FOCUS WHICH 
NECESSARILY HAS A SECURITY ASPECT IN THE WAKE OF WHAT HAS 
HAPPENED AND THAT THE TWO ARE LINKED. THERE'S NO 
QUESTION ABOUT THAT. AND THERE'S NO QUESTION THAT THE 
SECURITY ASPECT WILL BE DISCUSSED. I’M NOT TRYING TO SAY 
IT WON'T. 
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Q: COULD YOU TELL US WHO THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THIS 
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DELEGATION ARE GOING TO BE AND WHETHER ANY MEMBERS OF 
THE MILITARY SERVICES ARE GOING TO MEET? 

A: SURE, OR SOMETHING COMPARABLE. YES, I'LL TAKE THE 
QUESTION. I DON'T REMEMBER WHO ALL THEY ARE. THERE WILL 
BE, I KNOW, PEOPLE FROM SEVERALBUREAUS HERE - ECONOMIC 
AND OTHERS - BUT I BELIEVE THAT THERE IS A DEFENSE DEPART 
MENT REP GOING. I'M PRETTY CONFIDENT THERE IS. 

Q: DO YOU KNOW, WHY ARE THE ZAIRIANS NOT GOING TO ATTEND 
THAT MEETING? 

A: I DON'T KNOW THE ANSWER. I DON'T KNOW. 

Q: IUST FOR THE RECORD, WHAT IS THE U.S. POSITION ON THE 
POSSIBILITY OF AMERICAN MILITARY ADVISERS OR PEOPLE HELP- 
ING OUT. TRAINING ANY POSSIBLE AFRICANS WHO MIGHT BE 
ENGAGED IN ENHANCING THE SECURITY OF SHABA? 

A: I HAVEN'T SEEN THAT DISCUSSED. I DON'T THINK WE HAVE A 
POSITION. I DO NOT THINK THAT WHAT WE HAVE OFFERED, HOW- 
EVER. AS THE PRESIDENT HAS NOTED, GOES MORE TO THE LINE 
OF WHAT WE - I MEAN, WE HAVEN'T EVEN OFFERED. WHAT WE 
HAVE SAID IS POSSIBLE. WHAT WE'D BE WILLING TO TALK ABOUT 
IS MORE ALONG THE LINE OF WHAT WE DID IN THE CASE OF THIS 
LAST SHABA INVASION. I DON'T THINK THAT QUESTION IS SOME- 
THING THAT’S BEING PUT FORWARD BY US AS A SUGGESTION. 

Q: PRIME MINISTER CALLAGHAN USED SOMEWHAT UNUSUAL LANGUAGE 
TO DESCRIBE THE AMERICAN INTEREST IN AFRICA. ESPECIALLY 
SINCE THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN INVOLVED WITH BRITAIN IN 
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TRYING TO FIND A SOLUTION WITH RHODESIA. YOU SAID, AS I 
RECALL, IT WAS SOMETHING LIKE THE INTEREST OF A NEW 
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS' HAVING DISCOVERED THE CONTINENT. 

I WONDERED HAVE YOU HAD ANY CONVERSATION WITH HIM ABOUT 
THAT? 

A: NO. IN THE FIRST PLACE, HE WASN'T TALKING ABOUT THE 
ADMINISTRATION. HE CLEARLY COULDN'T BE TALKING ABOUT US 
SINCE AT THEIR REQUEST WE HAD JOINED WITH THEM IN AN EFFORT 
OVER SOME LONG PERIOD OF TIME TO BRING STABILITY INTO THE 
TRANSITION OF RHODESIA. 

Q: FOR A NUMBER OF DAYS YOU'VE BEEN SAYING NOW THAT ALL 
YOU'RE ACTUALLY DOING IS EXPLORING THE OPTIONS - THE 
POSSIBILITY OF WHAT YOU CAN DO IN AFRICA IN CERTAIN 
SITUATIONS THERE. THE ONLY THING YOU RULED OUT IS THE 
PARTICIPATION OF AMERICAN TROOPS. 
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A: YES. 


Q: WHY ARE YOU SO CERTAIN ABOUT ONE OPTION AND UNCERTAIN 
ABOUT - 

A: BECAUSE OF THE POLICY DECISION THAT'S BEEN MADE THAT WE 
WILL NOT USE TROOPS. THE PRESIDENT'S MADE THAT. THERE- 
FORE, I’M CERTAIN ABOUT IT. HE HAS SAID IT. 

Q: BUT THERE WAS THE ALERTING OF THE 82ND AIRBORNE. NOW, 
WHAT WERE THEY ALERTING FOR? 

A: AS I SAID AT THE TIME, THEY WERE BEING ALERTED IN CASE 
IT WAS NECESSARY TO GET OUT OUR PEOPLE OUT OF THAT TERRI- 
TORY. 

Q: BUT THAT'S THE USE OF AMERICAN TROOPS, ISN'T IT? 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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A: THAT'S TRUE, BUT THE CONTEXT OF CONTINGENCY PLANNING 
WE'RE TALKING ABOUT HAS TO DO WITH THE PERMANENT CREATION, 
IN THIS CONTEXT, OF A PAN-AFRICAN FORCE THAT WILL BE 
CAPABLE OF DOING THINGS - THEN WHAT WOULD YOU BE DOING 
TO HELP THAT, IF ANYTHING; WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO. 

WHAT WE RE SAYING IS WE RE NOT GOING TO USE FORCE. 

Q: TO FOLLOW THAT UP, TIME MAGAZINE REPORTED THAT A SEG- 
MENT OF THE FOREIGN LEGION BASED IN CORSICA RECENTLY JOINED 
THE RHODESIAN ARMY. IS THIS OF DEEP CONCERN TO US? IS 
IT - 

A: I'LL BE HONEST TO YOU. I HAVEN'T SEEN IT RISE TO THAT 
LEVEL, NO. 

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY EVALUATION OF CUBAN REPRESENTATIVE 
RODRIGUEZ'S PROPOSITION IN AN INTERVIEW WITH BARBARA 
WALTERS FOR JOINT CUB AN-U.S. -SOVIET ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
OF AFRICA? 

A: NO. AS A MATTER OF FACT, I'M SURE THAT IT WAS LOOKED 
AT. I DON'T HAVE ANY EVALUATION OF IT THOUGH. 

Q: HODDING, AS I UNDERSTAND IT, A LEADING SPOKESMAN IN 
PARIS, IN ANNOUNCING THE OFFICIAL INVITATION TO THIS MEET- 
ING ON MONDAY, DID SAY IT WAS TO DISCUSS THE SECURITY OF 
THE CONTINENT. ARE YOU CONFIDENT THAT IT IS STILL EARLY 
TO TALK ABOUT SHABA? 

A: NO. WHAT I'M SAYING IS THAT THAT IS THE PURPOSE THAT 
WE UNDERSTAND THAT WE ARE GOING TO THE MEETING, WITH THE 
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PRIMARY FOCUS ON THE ECONOMIC STABILITY OF ZAIRE, PRELI- 
MINARY TO THE 13TH AND 14TH MEETING ON THAT SAME SUBJECT. 

I HAVE SAID BEFORE AND I'LL SAY AGAIN, WE MAY - IN FACT, 

WE EXPECT - TO DISCUSS THE SECURITY OF ZAIRE WHILE IN 
PARIS. WE'VE ALSO SAID THAT THE CONCEPT OF AN AFRICAN 
FORCE FOR ZAIRE IS WELL WORTH CONSIDERING. WE DISCUSSED 
THAT BEFORE WITH THE FRENCH AND THE BELGIANS. AND WE PRO- 
BABLY WILL BE DISCUSSING IT AGAIN; BUT I CAN ONLY REPEAT 
WHAT OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE FOCUS OF THE MEETING IS. 

Q: YOU DON'T EXPECT TO DISCUSS THE SECURITY OF ANY OTHER 
PART OF AFRICA? 

A: NO. I WOULD NOT RULE OUT THE POSSIBILITY OF DISCUSSING 
LARGER QUESTIONS IN A MEETING SUCH AS THAT. THE SECRETARY 
DIDN'T RULE IT TWO DAYS AGO. 

Q: AND WHAT WOULD BE THE U.S. POSITION ON OTHER COUNTRIES 
OTHER THAN ZAIRE? 

A: THAT'S WHAT WE’D BE THERE TO DISCUSS. AS I SAID ON 
TUESDAY, THE FACT OF THE MATTER IS WE ARE PREPARED TO DIS- 
CUSS ANY NUMBER OF IDEAS. WE ARE SEARCHING. AS ARE A 
NUMBER OF PEOPLE, FOR WAYS TO INCREASE THE STABILITY OF 
AFRICA AND THE ABILITY OF AFRICAN NATIONS TO DEFEND THEM- 
SELVES AND TO PURSUE INDEPENDENT COURSE. THAT'S WHAT WE 
ARE WILLING TO TALK TO ALMOST ANYBODY ABOUT. CHRISTOPHER 
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LAGOS DAR ES SALAAM BANGUI BUJUMBURA KIGALI LONDON BONN USNATO 
MASERU PORT LOUIS MAPUTO VICTORIA MOGADISCIO COTONOU YAOUNDE 
PRAIA ADDIS ABABA DJIBOUTI ABIDJAN KHARTOUM JUN 02. 

QUOTE UNCLAS STATE 139877 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN 

SUBJECT DEPARTMENT OF STATE PRESS BRIEFING, JUNE 1, 1978 

FOLLOWING IS AN UNOFFICIAL, UNCORRECTED EXCERPT FROM THE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE PRESS BRIEFING. IF NECESSARY OFFICIAL 
VERSION WILL FOLLOW. 

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY NEW MATERIAL THERE ON AFRICA AND CUBAN 
INVOLVEMENT IN SHABA PROVINCE OR ANYTHING? 

I ASK FOR NEW MATERIAL AS DISTINCT FROM GOING AROUND AND 
AROUND ON THE SAME. 
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A: NO, I DON'T. TO REPEAT WHAT I HAVE SAID, HOWEVER, WE 
ARE OBVIOUSLY GOING TO MEET A COMMITMENT THE SECRETARY 
MADE. WE ARE GOING TO PRESENT EVIDENCE TO THE APPROPRIATE 
PERSONS, BODIES, IN CONGRESS. 

Q: HOW ABOUT THE AMERICAN PUBLIC? ARE YOU GOING TO 
PRESENT IT TO THE AMERICAN PUBLIC? 

A: I DON'T KNOW BEYOND THAT. THERE ARE ACTIVE DISCUSSIONS 
GOING ON AS TO HOW THE PRESENTATIONS WILL BE MADE. IN ANY 
CASE THE FIRST OBLIGATION, I THINK, IS TO THE CONGRESS. 

Q: ON SHABA, WHO WILL BE THE AMERICAN REPRESENTATIVE IN 
PARIS ON MONDAY? 

A: THE DELEGATION IS GOING TO BE HEADED BY THE UNDER 
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS. 

Q: ON THIS PEACE CORPS POLICY ABOUT SOUTH AFRICA, DO YOU 
HAVE ANY COMMENTS ON IT, AND WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE THE 
PEACE CORPS CHANGE ITS POLICY IN ZAMBIA? 

A: I AM SORRY. I DON'T HAVE A COMMENT ON THAT. I HAVE 
NOTHING ON THAT. I HAVE SEEN THE STORY. I SAW THE WIRE 
STORY YESTERDAY. 

Q: WOULD YOU CARE TO LOOK IN TO IT? COULD YOU TAKE IT, 

PLEASE? 

A: I HAVE A FEELING THAT WOULD BE A REAL EXERCISE IN 
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SOMEBODY'S WASTED TIME BECAUSE THAT IS A SEPARATE AENCY. 
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Q: YOU HAVEN'T YET POSTED THE ANSWER TO THE QUESTION 
I PUT YESTERDAY ABOUT CROSS-BORDER RAIDS FROM ZAIRE. 

I WONDERED IF I COULD PUT TWO OR THREE MORE QUESTIONS 
THAT YOU MIGHT BE WILLING TO TAKE. 

IS THE STATE DEPARTMENT AWARE THAT IN MID-APRIL THE 
ANGOLAN DEFENSE MINISTRY COMPLAINED THAT ZAIRE MIRAGE 
JETS BOMBED STRAY VILLAGES ACROSS THE BORDER IN ANGOLA? 

CAN YOU CONFIRM WHETHER THAT TOOK PLACE? 

A: I AM SORRY. COMPLAINED TO WHOM? 

Q: COMPLAINED PUBLICLY AND TO THE UNITED NATIONS. 

CAN YOU CONFIRM THAT SUCH RAIDS DID TAKE PLACE ACROSS 
THE BORDER? 

A: I DOUBT THAT. THERE IS NOT MUCH POINT IN ME TAKING 
THE SECOND ONE. 

Q: OKAY. I WILL TRY THE THIRD ONE THEN. 

HAS THE UNITED STATES EVER WARNED PRESIDENT MOBUTU OF THE 
INAD VISIBILITY OF SPONSORING OR PERMITTING ATTACKS 
FROM HIS COUNTRY ON ANGOLA? 

A: THAT IS A LEGITIAMTE QUESTION. I DON’T KNOW IF I 
WILL GET YOU AN ANSWER, BUT I WILL TAKE IT. 

Q: I HAVE DIFFICULTY WITH RECONCILING MR. NEWSOM'S 
PRESENCE AS A DELEGATE IN PARIS NEXT WEEK WITH THE NOTION 
THAT THIS IS A PREPARATORY MEETING PRIMARILY REGARDING 
THE ECONOMIC WELFARE OF ZAIRE. 

WOULD YOU HAVE ONE MORE GO AT DEFINING WHAT THIS THING IS 
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ABOUT? 

A: AS WE HAVE STATED, THE PARIS TALKS WILL FOCUS ON THE 
NEAR-TERM PROBLEMS THAT THE KATANGAN INVASION OF SHABA 
HAS POSED FOR ZAIRE. THIS INVOLVES PRIMARILY ECONOMIC 
ASPECTS OF THAT PROBLEM AND INEVITABLY SECURITY ASPECTS 
WHICH ARE LINKED TO THAT; I.E., YOU CAN'T MINE IF YOU ARE 
CONSTANTLY BEING INVADED, AMONG OTHER THINGS. 
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SOME SHORT TO MEDIUM-TERM FRAMEWORK FOR COORDINATION NEEDS 
TO BE ESTABLISHED PRIOR TO THE JUNE 13-14 MEETINGS ON 
ZAIRE S ECONOMIC PROBLEMS, WHICH WAS FROM OUR VIEWPOINT 
THE PRIMARY REASON FOR THIS MEETING. 

FOR EXAMPLE, RESUMPTION OF MINING ACTIVITY IN KOLWEZI 
IS INTRINSIC TO ECONOMIC STABILIZATION IN ZAIRE. COPPER 
PRODUCTION DEPENDS, AMONG OTHER THINGS, ON THE QUESTION 
OF SECURITY FOR ITS EXPATRIOT AND ZAIRIAN EMPLOYEES. 

WE EXPECT THESE ARE THE KINDS OF QUESTIONS THAT WE WILL 
BE TAKING UP IN PARIS. TO REPEAT MYSELF I THINK FROM 
YESTERDAY, FRANCE, BELGIUM, THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC 
OF GERMANY, THE U.K. AND THE U.S. WILL BE REPRESENTED. 

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMENT ON THE STATEMENTS ATTRIBUTED 
TO DIPLOMATIC SOURCES THIS MORNING THAT THE IDEA OF 
DESCRIBING THIS AS AN ECONOMIC MEETING WAS MORE OR LESS 
A COVER STORY WHICH HAS BEEN THOUGHT UP TO PREVENT 
EMBARRASSMENT OF SOME COUNTRIES WHICH DO NOT WISH TO 
HAVE IT KNOWN THAT THEY ARE PARTICIPATING IN A MEETING 
ABOUT MILITARY SECURITY MATTERS IN AFRICA? 

A: I HAVE NOTICED A LOT OF SOURCES QUOTING VARIOUS 
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SOURCES ON THIS. I HAVE ALSO SEEN PUBLIC PRONOUNCEMENTS 
BY PEOPLE WHO ARE WILLING TO PUT THEIR NAME ON THEIR 
CONJECTURES. 

I WOULD SIMPLY SAY - THE WORD WAS DISSEMBLING, I 
THINK WAS THE PHRASE THAT WAS USED - THAT IT WAS NOT 
DISSEMBLING. IT WAS THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THIS IS, IN 
FACT, AIMED PRIMARILY AT SECURING THE ECONOMIC STABILITY 
OF THAT REGION AND THAT LOGICALLY PART OF THAT HAS TO 
INCLUDE DISCUSSING THE SECURITY MATTERS. 

NOW, LET ME REPEAT SOMETHING THE SECRETARY DID SAY TWO 
AFTERNOONS AGO, AND THAT IS OBVIOUSLY WHY WE ARE THERE. 

OTHER ASPECTS CONCERNING THE SECURITY OF ZAIRE WILL UN- 
DOUBTEDLY COME UP AND WE WILL BE VERY HAPPY AND READY TO 
DISCUSS THEM WITH WHOEVER WANTS TO DISCUSS IT. BUT 
IT IS A FIRM UNDERSTANDING OF A NUMBER OF THE PARTIES 
WHO ARE GOING THERE, ANONYMOUS SOURCES NOTWITHSTANDING, 
THAT THE ECONOMIC STABILITY QUESTION IS BASIC. AS A 
MATTER OF FACT, IT IS BASIC. 

Q: ON THE BRUSSELS MEETING, DO WE KNOW THE LEVEL AT WHICH 
THAT MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED? 

A: I CAN'T TELL YOU, BUT I WILL GET IT. 
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Q: THE BRUSSELS MEETING, AS I UNDERSTAND IT, HAS BEEN 
UNDER CONSIDERATION, IF NOT ACTUAL PLANNED FOR A LONG TIME, 
IS THAT RIGHT? 

A: YES. A LONG TIME. 

Q: BUT IT WAS NOT UNTIL THE DINNER FRIDAY NIGHT AT WHICH 
THE PRESIDENT OF FRANCE, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES. DISCUSSED THE AFTERMATH OF THE SHABA INVASION . 
THAT IT WAS DEEMED NECESSARY TO HAVE A PRELIMINARY 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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MEETING BEFORE THAT BRUSSELS MEETING, IS THAT CORRECT? 

A: THAT IS RIGHT. BECAUSE AMONG OTHER THINGS DURING ALL 
THOSE OTHER MONTHS THERE HADN'T BEEN AN INVASION IN SHABA 
AND THERE HADN'T BEEN THE EVENTS THAT TOOK PLACE. 

Q: SO, IN EFFECT, THE INVASION OF SHABA CREATED A 
SITUATION IN WHICH SECURITY BECAME AN IMPORTANT, IF NOT A 
- WELL, CERTAINLY AN ELEMENT ON THE AGENDA. 

A: CERTAINLY, AS I THINK I SAID TO YOU - WHETHER IT'S 
ON THE RECORD, OFF THE RECORD, OR WHATEVER - THE BASIC 
ECONOMIC SECURITY OF ZAIRE IS TOTALLY DEPENDENT ON THE 
ABILITY OF THAT PROVINCE TO PRODUCE, AND PARTICULARLY 
THAT MINING COMPLEX TO PRODUCE. THEREFORE. WHAT'S 
HAPPENING ON THE 13TH AND THE 14TH IS SOMEWHAT OVER- 
TAKEN BY EVENTS IN ANY CASE WHICH HAVE SEVERELY AFFECTED 

THE ABILITY TO PROJECT ON THIS. THAT'S RIGHT, IT DID 
JUST COME UP. 

Q: THEN IT WOULD NOT BE INCORRECT TO INFER THEN THAT 
THE PARIS MEETING HAS TO DO WITH SECURITY FIRST AND 
ECONOMICS SECOND. 

A: NO. AS A MATTER OF FACT, IT HAS TO DO WITH THE 
ECONOMIC - AND I AM REPEATING SOMETHING HERE - 
IT'S GOING TO BE PRIMARILY AN ECONOMIC FOCUS WHICH 
NECESSARILY HAS A SECURITY ASPECT IN THE WAKE OF WHAT HAS 
HAPPENED AND THAT THE TWO ARE LINKED. THERE'S NO 
QUESTION ABOUT THAT. AND THERE'S NO QUESTION THAT THE 
SECURITY ASPECT WILL BE DISCUSSED. I’M NOT TRYING TO SAY 
IT WON'T. 
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Q: COULD YOU TELL US WHO THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THIS 
DELEGATION ARE GOING TO BE AND WHETHER ANY MEMBERS OF 
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THE MILITARY SERVICES ARE GOING TO MEET? 

A: SURE, OR SOMETHING COMPARABLE. YES, I'LL TAKE THE 
QUESTION. I DON'T REMEMBER WHO ALL THEY ARE. THERE WILL 
BE, I KNOW, PEOPLE FROM SEVERALBUREAUS HERE - ECONOMIC 
AND OTHERS - BUT I BELIEVE THAT THERE IS A DEFENSE DEPART 
MENT REP GOING. I'M PRETTY CONFIDENT THERE IS. 

Q: DO YOU KNOW, WHY ARE THE ZAIRIANS NOT GOING TO ATTEND 
THAT MEETING? 

A: I DON'T KNOW THE ANSWER. I DON'T KNOW. 

Q: JUST FOR THE RECORD, WHAT IS THE U.S. POSITION ON THE 
POSSIBILITY OF AMERICAN MILITARY ADVISERS OR PEOPLE HELP- 
ING OUT, TRAINING ANY POSSIBLE AFRICANS WHO MIGHT BE 
ENGAGED IN ENHANCING THE SECURITY OF SHABA? 

A: I HAVEN'T SEEN THAT DISCUSSED. I DON'T THINK WE HAVE A 
POSITION. I DO NOT THINK THAT WHAT WE HAVE OFFERED, HOW- 
EVER, AS THE PRESIDENT HAS NOTED, GOES MORE TO THE LINE 
OF WHAT WE - I MEAN, WE HAVEN'T EVEN OFFERED. WHAT WE 
HAVE SAID IS POSSIBLE. WHAT WE’D BE WILLING TO TALK ABOUT 
IS MORE ALONG THE LINE OF WHAT WE DID IN THE CASE OF THIS 
LAST SHABA INVASION. I DON'T THINK THAT QUESTION IS SOME- 
THING THAT’S BEING PUT FORWARD BY US AS A SUGGESTION. 

Q: PRIME MINISTER CALLAGHAN USED SOMEWHAT UNUSUAL LANGUAGE 
TO DESCRIBE THE AMERICAN INTEREST IN AFRICA, ESPECIALLY 
SINCE THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN INVOLVED WITH BRITAIN IN 
TRYING TO FIND A SOLUTION WITH RHODESIA. YOU SAID, AS I 
RECALL, IT WAS SOMETHING LIKE THE INTEREST OF A NEW 
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS' HAVING DISCOVERED THE CONTINENT. 
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I WONDERED HAVE YOU HAD ANY CONVERSATION WITH HIM ABOUT 
THAT? 

A: NO. IN THE FIRST PLACE, HE WASN'T TALKING ABOUT THE 
ADMINISTRATION. HE CLEARLY COULDN'T BE TALKING ABOUT US 
SINCE AT THEIR REQUEST WE HAD JOINED WITH THEM IN AN EFFORT 
OVER SOME LONG PERIOD OF TIME TO BRING STABILITY INTO THE 
TRANSITION OF RHODESIA. 

Q: FOR A NUMBER OF DAYS YOU'VE BEEN SAYING NOW THAT ALL 
YOU'RE ACTUALLY DOING IS EXPLORING THE OPTIONS - THE 
POSSIBILITY OF WHAT YOU CAN DO IN AFRICA IN CERTAIN 
SITUATIONS THERE. THE ONLY THING YOU RULED OUT IS THE 
PARTICIPATION OF AMERICAN TROOPS. 


A: YES. 
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Q: WHY ARE YOU SO CERTAIN ABOUT ONE OPTION AND UNCERTAIN 
ABOUT - 

A: BECAUSE OF THE POLICY DECISION THAT'S BEEN MADE THAT WE 
WILL NOT USE TROOPS. THE PRESIDENT'S MADE THAT. THERE- 
FORE, I’M CERTAIN ABOUT IT. HE HAS SAID IT. 

Q: BUT THERE WAS THE ALERTING OF THE 82ND AIRBORNE. NOW, 
WHAT WERE THEY ALERTING FOR? 

A: AS I SAID AT THE TIME, THEY WERE BEING ALERTED IN CASE 
IT WAS NECESSARY TO GET OUT OUR PEOPLE OUT OF THAT TERRI- 
TORY. 

Q: BUT THAT'S THE USE OF AMERICAN TROOPS, ISN'T IT? 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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A: THAT'S TRUE, BUT THE CONTEXT OF CONTINGENCY PLANNING 
WE'RE TALKING ABOUT HAS TO DO WITH THE PERMANENT CREATION, 
IN THIS CONTEXT, OF A PAN-AFRICAN FORCE THAT WILL BE 
CAPABLE OF DOING THINGS - THEN WHAT WOULD YOU BE DOING 
TO HELP THAT, IF ANYTHING; WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO. 

WHAT WE RE SAYING IS WE RE NOT GOING TO USE FORCE. 

Q: TO FOLLOW THAT UP, TIME MAGAZINE REPORTED THAT A SEG- 
MENT OF THE FOREIGN LEGION BASED IN CORSICA RECENTLY JOINED 
THE RHODESIAN ARMY. IS THIS OF DEEP CONCERN TO US? IS 
IT - 

A: I'LL BE HONEST TO YOU. I HAVEN'T SEEN IT RISE TO THAT 
LEVEL, NO. 

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY EVALUATION OF CUBAN REPRESENTATIVE 
RODRIGUEZ'S PROPOSITION IN AN INTERVIEW WITH BARBARA 
WALTERS FOR JOINT CUB AN-U.S. -SOVIET ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
OF AFRICA? 

A: NO. AS A MATTER OF FACT, I'M SURE THAT IT WAS LOOKED 
AT. I DON'T HAVE ANY EVALUATION OF IT THOUGH. 

Q: HODDING, AS I UNDERSTAND IT, A LEADING SPOKESMAN IN 
PARIS, IN ANNOUNCING THE OFFICIAL INVITATION TO THIS MEET- 
ING ON MONDAY, DID SAY IT WAS TO DISCUSS THE SECURITY OF 
THE CONTINENT. ARE YOU CONFIDENT THAT IT IS STILL EARLY 
TO TALK ABOUT SHABA? 

A: NO. WHAT I'M SAYING IS THAT THAT IS THE PURPOSE THAT 
WE UNDERSTAND THAT WE ARE GOING TO THE MEETING, WITH THE 
PRIMARY FOCUS ON THE ECONOMIC STABILITY OF ZAIRE, PRELI- 
MINARY TO THE 13TH AND 14TH MEETING ON THAT SAME SUBJECT. 
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I HAVE SAID BEFORE AND I'LL SAY AGAIN, WE MAY - IN FACT, 

WE EXPECT - TO DISCUSS THE SECURITY OF ZAIRE WHILE IN 
PARIS. WE'VE ALSO SAID THAT THE CONCEPT OF AN AFRICAN 
FORCE FOR ZAIRE IS WELL WORTH CONSIDERING. WE DISCUSSED 
THAT BEFORE WITH THE FRENCH AND THE BELGIANS, AND WE PRO- 
BABLY WILL BE DISCUSSING IT AGAIN; BUT I CAN ONLY REPEAT 
WHAT OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE FOCUS OF THE MEETING IS. 

Q: YOU DON'T EXPECT TO DISCUSS THE SECURITY OF ANY OTHER 
PART OF AFRICA? 

A: NO. I WOULD NOT RULE OUT THE POSSIBILITY OF DISCUSSING 
LARGER QUESTIONS IN A MEETING SUCH AS THAT. THE SECRETARY 
DIDN'T RULE IT TWO DAYS AGO. 

Q: AND WHAT WOULD BE THE U.S. POSITION ON OTHER COUNTRIES 
OTHER THAN ZAIRE? 

A: THAT'S WHAT WE’D BE THERE TO DISCUSS. AS I SAID ON 
TUESDAY, THE FACT OF THE MATTER IS WE ARE PREPARED TO DIS- 
CUSS ANY NUMBER OF IDEAS. WE ARE SEARCHING, AS ARE A 
NUMBER OF PEOPLE, FOR WAYS TO INCREASE THE STABILITY OF 
AFRICA AND THE ABILITY OF AFRICAN NATIONS TO DEFEND THEM- 
SELVES AND TO PURSUE INDEPENDENT COURSE. THAT'S WHAT WE 
ARE WILLING TO TALK TO ALMOST ANYBODY ABOUT. CHRISTOPHER 
UNQUOTE VANCE 

UNCLASSIFIED 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 26 sep 1999 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS CONFERENCES, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 02 jun 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE1 39877 

Document Source: ADS 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: AF/P:BARUSSELL:ADR 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: n/a 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780231-0819 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978061 1 5/baaaeyuk.tel 

Line Count: 790 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, TEXT ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: fd2b4f7e-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 15 
Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2176403 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DEPARTMENT OF STATE PRESS BRIEFING, JUNE 1, 1978 

TAGS: SOPN, PEPR, XA, US 

To: KINSHASA LUBUMBASHI MULTIPLE 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/fd2b4f7e-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



